PAPER 2684 - Hazards and urban environments

In this paper you have to think SYNOPTICALLY. That means you have to use a range of knowledge, locations and examples in your essays. Range in terms of MEDC/LEDC, size and time. Use examples from the whole of Years 12 and 13 where they fit. You have to EVALUATE the essay question (weigh up the evidence) and present an answer. You need a balanced response. Use your own ideas and experiences where they fit in. Make sure you answer the question and come to a conclusion.

HAZARDS

1.The impact of natural diasters owes more to human than physical factors. Discuss this statement with reference to specific examples you have studied. [60]

2.In the assessment of risk associated with natural disasters the physical environment and the human environment must be considered together. Discuss with reference to a range of natural hazards. [60]

3.Tropical cyclones causes disproportionaly fewer deaths in MEDCs than in LEDCs. Discuss. [60]

General

1. Discuss the view that the impact of natural hazards owes more to the level of development of the country than to the magnitude of the event. [60]. 

2. “Long term effects of natural hazards are often more damaging than the short term impacts”. Discuss this view with reference to hazards that you have studied. [60]

3. “Poor countries are at more risk from hazards than rich countries.” How far do you agree with this statement? [60]

4. The impact of natural hazards owes more to human than physical factors. Discuss this statement with reference to specific examples. [60]

5. In the assessment of risk associated with natural disasters, the physical environment and the human environment must be c9onsidered together. Discuss with reference to a range of natural hazards. [60]

6. To what extent does the impact of natural hazards depend on their geographical location? [60]

7. “Countries most at risk from natural hazards tend to be poor.” Discuss with reference to actual hazard events. [60]

8. “The impact of natural hazards depends on the effectiveness of planning for disaster prevention”. Consider the accuracy of this statement. [60]

9. a) Why is it difficult to define the term disaster? [30]

b) What are the problems with assigning monetary values to disaster losses? [30]

10. Why do people continue to live in areas at risk from natural disasters? [60]

11. Discuss the view that the impact of natural hazards owes more to the level of development of a country, or region, than to the magnitude of the event. [60]

12. Why are poor people more vulnerable to a hazardous event? [60]

Crustal instability

1. With reference to any (one) example(s), examine the causes and consequences of earthquake activity.

2. Discuss the view that “the indirect result of volcanic eruptions frequently cause greater destruction and devastation than the volcanic activity itself”.

3. Many regions of crustal instability are among the most densely populated parts of the world. Explain why that should be the case.

4. a) What is meant by the term “environmental perception”?

b) With reference to one specific area describe how its inhabitants perceive the risk of either earthquakes or volcanoes. [60]

5. What lessons can be learnt from an earthquake case study you have studied?

6. Discuss the effectiveness of planning responses to earthquake hazards. [60]

7. Why can earthquakes with similar magnitudes have very different impacts? [60]

8. Discuss the effectiveness of planning responses to earthquake hazards. [60]

9. Discuss the effectiveness of planning responses to volcanic hazards. [60]

10. Discuss the effectiveness of planning responses to crustal hazards. [60]

11. For a crustal hazard you have studied outline the causes, effects and responses to the hazard. You should refer to a range of examples you have studied.
[60]

12. “MEDCs respond more swiftly and effectively to the threat posed by crustal hazards”. Discuss this statement with reference to examples you have studied.
[60]

13. How important is an understanding of plate tectonics in any assessment of the risks posed by earthquakes? [60] 

14. “The hazards presented by active volcanoes to the surrounding populations depend on the type of eruption.” Discuss the validity of this statement. [60]

15. Discuss the view that in earthquake zones, urban populations are at more risk than human populations. [60]

16. Discuss the effectiveness of planning responses to earthquake hazards. [60]

17. How can earthquakes and volcanoes be predicted and managed? Discuss the effectiveness of such methods.

18. “Geological activity is responsible for hazards that produce some extreme impacts on loss of life and damage to property. If the consequences of such hazards are to be reduced, then appropriate management is necessary”. With reference to either earthquakes or volcanoes discuss this statement. [60]

19. Why do the impacts of earthquakes and volcanic hazards vary so much between LEDCs and MEDCs? [60]

Mass movements

1. How important are human factors in explaining the causes of hazards resulting from mass movements? [60]

2. “The hazards of mass movement owes more to human than physical factors”. Discuss with reference to mass movements you have studied. [60]

3. How important are human factors in explaining the causes of hazards from mass movements? [60]

4. Why have people become increasingly vulnerable to the hazards that result from mass movements on slopes? [60]

5. Explain the effect of i) climate and ii) rock type on slope development and mass movement. [60]

6. With the use of examples explain how mass movements take place. [60]

Atmospheric phenomena

1. Compare and contrast hurricanes and tornados in respect of their causes, characteristics and consequent damage.

2. Is a passive, fatalistic attitude the only realistic response to the threat posed by hurricanes in a high risk area?

3. “Tropical cyclones cause disproportionately fewer deaths in MEDCs than in LEDCs”. Discuss.
[60]

4. Outline the causes, effects and possible solutions to tropical storms.
[60]

5. To what extend is the damage caused by hurricanes the result of their impact on local hydrological and slope systems? Illustrate your answer with reference to actual storm events. [60]

6. a) Describe the factors that contribute to the development of tropical cyclones 

(hurricanes). [20]

b) The nature of a tropical cyclone damage varies considerably. Describe the 

physical factors that may be responsible for such variations. [40]

7. Using a variety of examples, explain why, in different countries, human responses to tropical cyclones are not the same. [60]

8. Under what conditions do either a) hurricanes or b) tornados occur? Why are they considered hazards? Use examples to support your answer. [60]

9. The Caribbean region and South-Eastern USA are regularly subject to the impact of tropical hurricanes. 

a) Briefly outline the characteristics of such hurricanes.
[10]

b) Identify the various types of damage caused by the passage of these hurricanes. 

[25]

c) Suggest ways in which the destructive force of hurricanes might be minimised. 

[25]

URBAN AREAS

1.The quality of the urban environment is influenced as much by physical factors as by human ones. How far do you agree with this statement? [60]

2.With reference to urban areas you have studied assess the impact of urban growth on the physical environment. [60]

3.The problems of urban environments can only be solved with reference to both physical and human systems. Discuss with reference to specific examples. [60] 

Learn specific themes within each case study e.g. housing, social exclusion, pollution, water supply, services, employment, transport, derelict land etc.

4. The quality of the urban environment is influenced as much by physical factors as by human ones. How far do you agree with this statement? [60]

5. With reference to urban areas you have studied assess the impact of urban growth on the physical environment. [60]

6. The problems of urban environment can only be solved with reference to both physical and human systems. Discuss with reference to specific examples. [60]

7. Discuss the suggestion that pollution is a consequence of urban growth. [60]

8. (a) Outline the principal problems associated with increases in urban traffic congestion and explain why it has proved difficult to reduce this congestion? [60]

9. How have attitudes to the growth of spontaneous settlements in LEDCs changed in the last twenty years, and what have been the consequences of these changes to settlements and their inhabitants? [60]

10. Outline the problems of housing in cities in LEDCs and examine the effectiveness of different approaches to deal with them. [Feb 2002] [60]

11. Outline the impact of low density urban sprawl in MEDCs and evaluate the arguments for and against such developments. [Feb 2002] [60]

12. The problems of urban living are unevenly distributed within towns and cities. Discuss the validity of this statement. [Feb 2002] [60]

